
 
 
 

Berwick AG Response to PA Universal Masking Mandate 
  

It was so good to be in church together on Sunday! We had an incredible turnout and received 
consistently positive feedback about being back to in-seat services. In the midst of the chaos around us, 
one of the things that has been constant (at least prior to the quarantine) was back and providing a bit 
of a sense of stability for us once again. And then things changed. Again. It’s 2020, so why not, right? 
  
On Tuesday, Governor Wolf and Secretary of Health Dr. Rachel Levine issued an updated mandate to all 
PA residents that’s quickly become known as the universal masking mandate. It’s raised some questions 
in many people’s minds as to the impact it has on our church. Because of the universality of the 
mandate, and because we value consistent and clear communication, it merits and requires a response 
from Berwick Assembly and from us as a leadership team. As such, we are going to institute the 
following approach,  
  

 On Sunday July 5, all church attenders 6 years and older will be strongly encouraged to wear a 
mask upon entry and exit. We continue to suggest that you sit with your family units, using 
every other pew. Once in your pew, you’re welcome to remove your mask. If you choose to 
worship the entire service with your mask on, we welcome that as well. 

 Beginning July 12, all church attenders 6 years and older will be required to wear a mask upon 
entry and exit. We continue to suggest that you sit with your family units, using every other 
pew. Once in your pew (or elementary-aged kids in their seat in Masterpiece Kids), you’re 
welcome to remove your mask. You (or your child) may also choose to continue wearing your 
mask for the duration of the service. We want you to feel physically and mentally comfortable 
joining us for worship. If you leave your seat at any point during the service, we ask that you 
please use your mask to and from your seat. 

 All Masterpiece Kids volunteers (nursery & elementary) as well as Greeters, Production Team 
and pastoral staff will be required to wear a mask, beginning on July 12, for the duration of their 
ministry time. The exception to this rule will be on-stage personnel; while on stage masks are 
not required as social distancing will be in place. When entering or exiting the stage, on-stage 
personnel will be required to wear their masks. 

 Nursery children (5 and under) will not be required to wear a mask during service. We recognize 
the inherent difficulties in socially distancing small children. We also recognize the inherent 
difficulties in small children keeping a mask on for the length of an entire service. Given the 
likelihood of masks being removed by the children, and the likelihood of nursery workers’ 
fingers making contact with faces while replacing said masks, it is our belief that no mask 
requirement for the youngest children is safer than a potentially exponential increase required 
in physical contact with the face, nose and mouth areas while keeping masks in place. Snack 
time will also be forgone in the nursery during this time as an additional precaution. 

 All mask requirements in our facility are subject to the same exceptions offered by the Secretary 
of Health, per Section 3 of her order, “Order of the Secretary of the PA Department of Health 
Requiring Universal Face Coverings” issued on July 1, 2020. Among these exceptions are those 
who have health-related issues that would not permit the wearing of a face covering. No 
documentation or proof of qualification for the exception is necessary - only honesty. We 
support and encourage those who meet the criteria in acting accordingly. 



  
There are many ideas how to respond to these orders from the state. There are varying opinions on 
these orders from the state. Our first and foremost concern is to continue to operate with the 
philosophy Paul expressed in Philippians 2:3 - “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in 
humility consider others more highly than yourselves.” We desire to balance the exemption clearly 
offered by the state to churches and “congregate places of worship” with a desire to practice wisdom, 
and care and concern for others’ health and safety. 
  
As always, if you are uncomfortable attending services in our current societal and health context, our 
live stream is fully operational on a weekly basis. We offer no judgment on your preferences for your 
own safety, health and well-being, only support and encouragement. No matter your thinking process 
on this issue, we stay committed to doing everything we possibly can to encourage and equip your walk 
with the Lord and your relationships with others. 
  
Pastor Scott, Bekah & the Berwick AG Leadership Team 
  
  
Rev. Scott R. Winter 
Lead Pastor, Berwick A/G 
801 E. 5th Street 
Berwick, PA 18603 
Office | 570.752.6042 
 


